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SPRINGFIELD

STCC to offer introductory
‘drone training course

As the business use of
drones continues to expand,
Springfield Technical Com-
munity College will offer
anintroductory three-day
course to train people to be-
come pilots of the unmanned
aircraft systems.

Inﬁ to sUAS (small un-

aircraft systems)
will be taught on Saturdays —
Séipt. 8,15 and 22 — between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. at STCC,

The Federal Aviation
Administration has released
regulations that pave the way
for expanded commercial
use of the aircraft systems
commonly called drones.

As part of the guidelines,
drone pilots are required to
pass the FAA’s remote pilot
knowledge test “Unmanned
Aircraft - General” to re-
ceive an FAA remote pilot “We are offering the most comprehensive,
certification and be able to up-to-date course material available so

“iipd"”les for commercial that members of our business community
purposes.

STCC's comprehensive can be among those.who are capturing this
18-hour Intro to SUAS course technolegy’s potential.”

prowdes.hands-on skills Elliot M. Levy, senior director, Workforce Development Center, STCC

STCC student Micah Hau, who graduated in May with a
degree in electrical engineering technology, holds two drone
quadcopters.

training for aspiring busi-

ness operators to fly drones |

safely and efficiently and director for the Workforce The course is also designed

helps them prepare for FAA Development Center at to offer comprehensive

certification. STCC. “We are offering insight into different types of
Goldman Sachs Research  the most comprehensive, flight systems and their capa-

estimates the economic up-to-date course material  bilities, safe and legal flying

impact of sSUAS technology  available so that members practices, market opportu-
tobe $100 billion between  of our business community  nities and applications, and
2016 and 2020. Much of this  can be among those who are  hands-on piloting skills.
growth comes fromthe ap-  capturing this technology’s Each participant in the

plication of drone technology potential.” Intro to SUAS course receives
to existing industries, aswell ~ STCC President john B. a quadcopter with a camera
as emerging businessesyet  Cook said the drone course  and a flight simulator along
to be created, their growth exemplifies the college’s with their course material.
facilitated by the FAA regula- effort to bring technology The course is capped off with
tions which wentintoeffect  innovation to the regional a top gun competition where
in 2016. workforce. participants demonstrate
Industry applications in- “This course focuses on flying skills while navigating
clude construction, agricul-  one of the mostinnovative  an obstacle course.
ture, insurance, real estate, technologies today, and STCC has partnered with

public safety, inspections, law STCCis pleased to offer this  SkyOp to offer the course,
enforcement, ecommerce, unique workforce opportuni- which will be taught by an
environmental conservation  ty,” Cook said. “This training FAA-certified SkyOp instruc-
and mapping, toname afew. isideal for people working in tor.

“I's the next transforma-  a wide range of fields.” For more information, go
tive technology that will Intro to SUAS prepares online to stec.edu/drones
change how business is students for the FAA remote  or call the Workforce Devel-
done for many industries,” pilot knowledge test and opment Center at 413-755-

said Elliot M. Levy, senior eventual FAA certification.  4225.



