In The News " ¢

STCC and WSU form urban studles partnershlp

SPRINGFIELD ~ Beginning this fall,
Springfield Technical Community College
(STCC) will offer a new urban studies
program to. prepare students for careers
that can help the growth of gateway cities
like Springfield and Worcester.

After, graduating from the program,
STCC students can transfer credits to
Worcester State University (WSU) where

they can pursue a bachelor's degree in |
urban studies. Altematively, STCC gradu-

ates can transfer to sociology baccalaure-
ate programs offered at four-year colleges
or universities in Massachusetts.

In a ceremony on April 5, STCC
President Johm B. Cook and WSU
President Barry M. Maloney signed an
agreement creating a partnership between
the schools.

“With appreciation to our talented

faculty, it is very exciting to now have §

an urban studies pathway with Worcester
State University, which has a well-es-
tablished program,” Cook said. “With a
Springfield to Worcester option, we are
excited to offer Western Massachusetts
students with an affordable way to devel-
op skills that will transform their com-
munities. This agreement with Worcester
State is truly unique, and opens doors to
an important set of career choices.”
Maloney said, “We seek partnerships
that align with our strategic mission which

benefit the student and serve the commu--

nity. This urban studies pathway accom-
plishes both.”

As part of the agreement, students
who enroll in the two-year urban studies
program at STCC and eam their associate
degree can transfer to Worcester State. At
WSU, students can pursue a bachelor’s
degree in urban studies, which typically
takes two years. They will have the option
to continue their education and pursue a
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STCC President John B. Cook, left, and Worcester State University President Barry M. Maloney
formally sign transfer agreements during a ceremony on April 5.

in’ areas such as civic engagement, munic-
ipal planning, public policy, community
organization and nonprofit management.
“The idea for urban studies grew out
of the need to solve problems within the
city of Springfield such as socio-econom-
ic hardships and public health disparities,”
Greco said. “Most of our students come
from Springficld and stay here after grad-
wation. This is an opportunity for them
to help create positive changes in their

Students will leamn that the challenges
facing urban cities like Springfield are not
unique, “Cities like Springfield, Worcester
and a number of other gateway cities that
were once thriving hubs are starting to see
a resurgence. This program has the ability

building technology, public health, sociol-
ogy, history, economics and literature,
Students will need to eam 62 credits to
graduate from the program, which will
include some online studies.

As part of the final project, stu-
dents will develop a proposed solution
to an actual challenge facing the city of
Springfield and present it to the commu-
nity. :

“They will get a deep appreciation for
what it’s like to get immersed in an urban
revitalization project,” Greco said.

Students 1n the STCC and WSU pro-
grams will have opportunities to take field
trips to Springfield and Worcester and
leamn about cach other's cities, Greco said.

“We're excited. We're actuallv auite

thrilled,” said Associate Professor Thomas
E. Conroy, Urban Studies Department
chair at Worcester State. “This gives us
the opportunity to take in students who
have been immersed in an urban studies
curriculum already. If they have a two-
year degree from STCC and come to us,
we can push them further to work on
more complicated research projects with
our faculty, secure more advanced practica
and internship experiences, and conduct
more sophisticated fieldwork.”

-Conroy said he looks forward to-help-
ing students complete their senior-year
research and projects to prepare for jobs.
Other students may choose to apply for
one of three master’s degree programs:
public management, public administration
and policy, or Nonprofit Management.

“There are a ot of opportunities that
I think connecting STCC and Worcester
State through this avenue achieves,”
Conroy said.

Worcester State offers the only urban
studies bachelor’s degree program in the
Massachusetts higher education system,
Conroy said.

While students in the new STCC
urban studies program can choose the
pathway to Worcester State, they have
other options after graduation. They can
transfer to another four-year institution
in Massachusetts and pursue a bachelor’s
degree in sociology, said Matthew Gravel,
dean of Academic Initiatives at STCC.

The urban studies curmriculum meets
the requirement for the MassTransfer
associate-to-bachelor’s pathway in sociol-
ogy, Gravel said. MassTransfer gives stu-
dents the choice to begin their academic
career and then transfer to a state uni-
versity or public college at a significant
cost-savings. Visit www.stcc.edu to learn
more about MassTransfer benefits,



